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General update 

 

Following a recommendation yesterday by a Summit of the East African Community to postpone 

elections for a period of “not less than one and a half months”, the Government of Burundi has 

indicated it was favorable to this request. New dates have not yet been announced. Previously, 

communal and legislative elections were foreseen for this Friday, following a postponement of 10 

days, while presidential elections were maintained for 26 June and those for the collines (hills) and 

district councils were scheduled for 24 August. The Summit called on “all parties to stop violence 

and exercise restraint”, and for the “urgent disarmament of all armed youth groups allied to political 

parties”, and “encouraged the Government of Burundi to create conducive conditions for the return 

of refugees to Burundi”. It did not, however, pronounce itself with regarding to the third-term bid by 

President Pierre Nkurunziza, the source of protests in recent weeks, which have currently been 

temporarily suspended by civil society leaders. 
 

In other developments: 

 

 A number of grenade-throwing incidents have occurred in the capital, Bujumbura, in the past 

several days, with no deaths reported, but several people injured; 

 Media reported that the Vice President of the Commission électorale indépendante (CENI, the 

national electoral commission) left the country on Friday, leaving behind a resignation letter; 

 The European Union Election Observation Mission to Burundi suspended its activities, declaring 

that minimum conditions for credible elections were not in place; 

 The United States condemned violence in Burundi, stating that “this environment is not 

conducive to the holding of credible, free, fair and democratic elections”, and calling for a 

postponement of the 5 June legislative elections “so as to avoid even greater unrest and 

violence”. The US also announced that it had “taken steps to impose visa restrictions against 

individuals responsible for inciting violence, including by those who support the actions  of the 

Imbonerakure (ruling party youth militia)”. 

 

Humanitarian developments 

 

Under the auspices of the Plate forme nationale pour la Réduction des Risques et des Catastrophes 

au Burundi, three-day joint assessment missions were concluded over the weekend to determine if 

humanitarian needs had emerged in the wake of the current political crisis. Teams traveled to the 

north (Kayanza and Kirundo Provinces); the south (Bururi, Makamba and Rutana Provinces); and the 

west (Bujumbura Mairie and Bujumbura Rural). Findings are currently being compiled and a final 

report is due in the coming days. 
 

As of today, the Burundian Red Cross reported 64 cases of cholera, with four deaths among those, in 

Nyanza Lac Commune of Makamba Province (southern Burundi). Previous reports of 10 cases of 

cholera in neighboring Rutana Province were, however, under review. In Tanzania, the UN Refugee 

Agency (UNHCR) reported that admissions continued to drop and that vaccinations had arrived. 

http://www.eac.int/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1897:communique-emergency-summit-of-heads-of-state-of-the-east-african-community-on-the-situation-in-burundi&catid=146:press-releases&Itemid=194
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20150530-burundi-fuite-vice-presidente-spes-caritas-ndironkeye-ceni/
http://www.eueom.eu/files/pressreleases/other/pressrelease-chief-observer-eueom-burundi-28052015_en.pdf
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2015/05/243027.htm


 

 

UNHCR had reported last week that the epidemic had claimed 30 lives among refugees and the local 

community, but that no new deaths had been reported. 
 

On Saturday, at the conclusion of a two-day visit to Burundi, Adama Dieng, Special Adviser on the 

Prevention of Genocide, warned of increased tensions and the risk of further violence, especially in 

Bujumbura unless all parties engage in open and constructive dialogue to resolve the crisis and take 

all possible measures to calm tensions. He urged the Government to guarantee respect for human 

rights, including freedom of opinion and expression, noting that the absence of independent voices 

through non-State media was contributing to tensions. He also recalled that the primary responsibility 

for protecting populations from atrocity crimes lies with the Government of Burundi and warned that 

those responsible for serious human rights violations and atrocity crimes would be held accountable 

by national and international judicial bodies and if need be, by the International Criminal Court.  
 

For its part, Human Rights Watch said on Friday that Burundian police had used excessive force in a 

crackdown on protests against President Pierre Nkurunziza’s election bid for a third term. It called 

for an investigation into deaths, allowing peaceful protest and permitting radio stations back on air. 
 

According to the latest report from the UN Refugee Agency, there were 91,459 Burundian refugees 

registered in neighboring countries since early April. Tanzania was hosting 47,929 (as of 27 May), 

Rwanda was hosting 27,732 (as of 24 May), the Democratic Republic of the Congo was hosting 

9,798 (as of 24 May) and Uganda was hosting 6,000 (as of 28 May). Of particular note is that 

Uganda was receiving around 400 new arrivals daily. According to UNHCR, many of these people 

reported that they fled violence perpetrated by the youth wing of the ruling party in Burundi, while 

others expressed fears the security situation could deteriorate further.  
 

The UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) meanwhile announced a grant of 

US$7,777,809 for four projects in Tanzania to respond to the refugee influx following the 

political crisis in Burundi. The areas of intervention are Protection; Food Security; Shelter and 

Non-Food Items (NFIs); Health; and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH). UNHCR and 

partners have appealed for $207 million for basic protection and assistance activities for up to 

200,000 Burundian refugees until September 2015 under the Regional Refugee Response Plan.  
 

Background 

 
Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in office for 

two terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a third term was 

unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement for Burundi 

that ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s Constitutional 

Court determined that President Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – although the Court’s deputy 

president fled to Rwanda prior to this decision. A coup d’état was subsequently launched on 13 May in 

Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was at an East African Community Summit in Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the current crisis in Burundi. The coup was rapidly thwarted, and President 

Nkurunziza returned to the country. 

 
* * * 

 

The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 
information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at 

conwaym@un.org. To receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at 

http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 

http://www.unhcr.org/556450296.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51013#.VWxMAGcw82w
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/05/29/burundi-deadly-police-response-protests
http://unhcr-regional.or.ke/
http://www.unocha.org/cerf/
http://www.unhcr.org/555f1dfe9.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
mailto:conwaym@un.org
http://bit.ly/1lunDLk

